CHAPTER   XXIII
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND THE STANDARD
TOUIS F. POST had been candidate for district attorney on
JLj the local ticket of the Labor party. He, too, was defeated.
Carrying the sad tidings from the Herald bulletin board to cam-
paign headquarters, the two men rode uptown on the front plat-
form of the streetcar.
Knowing his friend's deep faith in Divine Providence, Post
suddenly asked George, "Do you see the hand of the Lord in
this?** And George, looking at him "with an expression of simple
confidence," instantly replied, "No, I don't see it, but I know
it's there/'x
The two men arrived at the United Labor party headquarters
to find their co-workers crushed by the political defeat. But
George at once sprang to the little platform to encourage his
despondent followers, who afterward clustered around him—
first weeping, then cheering—to grasp his hand.
"Through strife, through defeat, through treachery, through
opposition/' he said a few nights later at a meeting of the Anti-
Poverty Society, "the great cause will go on. There is something
behind it more powerful than we; there is something behind it
that will urge it on, no matter what we may do or what we may
not do	When a truth like this comes into the world, when it
gets as far as this has done, then the future is secure."2
George's showing in the New York State election, where he
admitted the hand of Providence, was owed to factors besides
his Republican and Democratic opposition.
The year before, on May 4, 1886, an event in the neighbor-
hood of the Haymarket, in Chicago, had shaken the cQuntry.
A mass meeting called by a group of avowedly violent-action
Anarchists, who however had devoted their gathering to ad-
vocacy of the eight-hour day with ten-hour pay, ended in a
bloody riot. While the speakers were descending from the truck
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